ey Reverend Brethren, 


S I doubt. nota but that you well 
know, and ſefloufly weigh the Bu- 
ſineſs and End-of your High Cal- 
ling , -1n refexence to that Great 
Treaſure committed to your. Care 
and Charge, the Souls of Men, re- 

| deemed with' mo leſs Price, . than 
ous Blood of the Son of 'G O D : So I hold 
it my Duty, frequently to put you in mind, of what 

| you already know, and to exhort.you, to put forth 

. our full Strength, and grearet Ys with Cre- 

dit and Comfort, to go through with. that Great 

Work you are put upon. A Work full of Dexger, 

(for other Mens Souls can never, by our defauit, be 

endangered, without the utmoltperil of our own.;) 

and full of Trouble, eſpecially in thoſe broken unſetled 

Times, wherein the Foundationsof our Religion are 

"II AS ſhaken, 
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ſhaken , by Superſtition on th'one hand, and Pro- 
phaneneſs on tlYother. Now the belt way to ſecure 
our Religion from the Incurſions of both, will be by 
acquainting the People with the Grounds of it, which 
cannot be done better, than by the Exerciſe of Cate- 
chiſing, the cafieſt and molt profitable way of In- 
truCtion, called by the Apoſtle, The Dotgrine of the 
beginning of Chriſt, which mult be laid before a Van 
can be led on to pertection, 


And therefore in order to the promoting of that 
Cood Work, (according t9 the Directions given by 
His Sacred Vajelty, and His Royal Predeceſſors of 
ever bleſſed Vemory, King JAMES, and King 
CHARLES the Firlt, tor the Edifying of the 
People in Faith and Godlineſs) I am to re-inforce 
and preſs home upon you the Execution of ſuch: 
Laws and Conſtitutions, as enzoyn the .Liſe and Ex- 
erciſe of our CHURCH-CATECHISM, and 
that you ſpend your $»days Afternoon - InſtruQtions 
chiefly, in Explaining of it. 


For as he 1s-no Skilful Builder, who is always 
EreCting High Turrets, and Stately Roofs, and ne- 
ver cares for laying , or looking after the Foundati- 
ons : So they underſ{tand not what belongs to Cate- 
chiſing, who think 1t too mean a Bulineſs for Atter- 
noon-Sermons, without which all our Sermons will 
be 1n a manner loft npon the People, who can ne- 
ver underſtand the Doctrines delivered in them, un- 
leſs they underſtand firſt the Principles of Chriſtian 
Religion, 


And: 
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And as I am ſure, that our ſhort Church:Cate. 
chiſm 1s compounded of all the four Principal Ele- 
ments of our Chriſtian Religion, The Creed, The 
Commanaments, The Loras Prayer , and Do#rine of 
Sacraments, ( Theſe are like the Foundation of an 
Houle, which tho” it make not ſuch a ſhow, yet is 
of far greater uſe, than fair Battlements, or high- 
raiſed Turrets :) £o I am as ſure, that beſides Chil- 
dren in Tears, there are every where Children in 
Kowledge, who ſtand in more need of Catechiſtical 
Initructions, than of ſuch Diſcourſes as are welcom 
to Itching Ears. 


Athink not therefore that your Preaching is re- 
ſtrained, or abridged, when you are injoyned to turn 
your Sunday Afternoon-Sermons into plain Explana- 
tions of the firit Principles of Chriſtian Knowledge, 
laid down in the Church-Catechiſm. The Manner 
of your Preaching 1s only altered, and that for the 
better, both in regard of Miniſters, and People ; the 
former may reap more comfort , the latter greater 
benefit and profit. For the true reaſon why ſo few 
underſtand Sermons, or profit ſo little by them, is, 
becauſe they do not well underſtand their Cate- 
chiſm. 


You cannot but know, how that Teſuits, and Se- 
minary Prieſts, aid other Emiltaries of the Romiſh 
Faftion, are continually {owing the Tares of Popith 
Dotrines, and by fly Infinuarions endeavouring to 
beguile unitable Souls; and the beſt way to defeat 
their {ubtle and malicious Practices, is not, by bit- 
ter Invecives, or clamarous Declamarons _ 
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the Pope, and the Church of Rowe, nor by ordinary 
debating of Controverſies in Popular Sermons, but 
by well grounding of our own People in the plain, 
fundamental ,- ſaving- Knowledge of. our True Re- 
formed Religion. 


Thoſe who profeſs that Innorance is the Mother of 
Devotion in their Church, do in.efeCt tell us, that 
Knowledge of the Grounds of Religion is the De- 
{truftion of Popery. Inſtrutt your People therefore 
daily in the plain, poſitive, Fundamental Doctrine 
of "True Religion, and as Dazon (without any fur- 
ther Violence offered to him ) fell down daſhed in 
pieces before the Ark of God: So the Dazor of all 
Romiſh Superltition , without any more ado, will 
tall down broken in pieces before the clear Truth of 
the Word of GOD. 


Doth the vain Superſtition of Worſhipping Gra- 
ven, or Painted Images, bewitch any Man? Teach 
a Child the meaning ot the Secon:! Commandment, 
and he will quickly fee, that his Rowing down to 
them, or Worihipping: Stocks, or Stones, is nopart 
of that Religious Service which G - D has appointed, 
Doth the Reverend Opinion which Chriſtians have, 
of the Bleſſed Virgin, the Holy Apoſtles, and of other 
Saints departed, and now :nveited with Glory, move 
many to call upon them 3 their Prayers? Teach a 
Cnild the Lords Prayer, which is the Rule of all our 
_ and there he will learn that he muſt call up- 
on his Father which isin Heaven, and not upon his 
Frethren, which are gone but a littic before him 
thither. Doth the Idolatrous Maſs inveigle many as 
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if it were the very Heart of Religion, without witich 
Chriſtianity cannot live? Let a Child underſtand 
the right Inſtitution of the Lords Supper, and he 
will be able to ſee that their Maſſes are nothing elſe 
but an erroneous, monſtrous, and molt prophane 
abuſe of the Body and Blood of Chriſt. In a word, 
no Tares of Romuſh Errours can eaſily take rooting 
in that heart, which hath been well ſeaſoned with 
the Fundamental DoCtrines of Catechiſtical Inſtru- 
ctions. This for the Tares of Romiſh DoCtrines. 


There is another ſort of Tares, which in your Ca- 
rechiſing you may weed out, and give a check to 
their growth, .and that 1s the Erroneous Opinions of 
thoſe who ſeparate from our Church, and traduce 
our Government, Liturgy, Rites and Ceremdnies, 
as unſotnd and oppoſite to GOD's Word, and there- 
fore keep at a diſtance from us, and refuſe any Com- 
munion with us. Now a Separation from erroneons, 
or wicked Men, in their Errours and Sins, is an A&t 
of Chriſtian Piety : But a Separation from the Body 
of the Church in Sacraments, and other Sacred Ot- 
fices, is a Schiſmatical Errour , joyned with Pride 
and Arrogancy. 


The beſt way to-reCtine them, is without bitter- 
nelſ5 to adviſe them to conlider, 


Firſt, Whether they benot very much miſtaken in 
condemning the Government of our Church in it ſelf 
as unlawful, becauſe ſome may perhaps,at ſome times, - 
uſe it in an unlawful manner ; ( we juſtiie no Mans 
Perſonal Faults or Extravagancies, wk with 7er- 
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tullian, Non Inſtitutio ſed exorbitatio bone vet repro- 
banda eft) or in ſuppoſing a Conliſtory of their own 
framing, to be the only allowable torm of Church- 
Government, which neither in the Apoſtles time, nor 
ever after, until this laſt Age, was ever eſtabliſhed 
in any one Chriſtian Church, through the World ; 
and wheg it is, whether it be not ſubject to the ſame, 
or greater Inconveniencies than our preſent eſtabliſh- 
ed Government. 


Secondly, Whether our Church-Liturgy, ſo much 
carped at, and ſo narrowly lifted by thoſe who want 
neither Will, nor Learning, has by any Man hither- 
to been ſufficiently convinced, to contain but any one 
Clauſe contradiQtory to G O D's Word ? If it hath 
not, (as certainly 4t'hath not) we have no realon to 
grow out of love with it, or to prefer any new-tan- 
gled Fancies of Innoyation before it. 


Thirdly, Whether in this our Church of Exglazd, 
any Members of it are oppreſſed with any unreaſon- 
able Multitude.of Ceremonies ? Or whether any Rites 
be thruſt upon them contrary to the Rule of GOD's 
Word ? Or whether thoſe that are enjoyned, are 
enjoyned as ſubſtantial parts of Divine Worſhip, or 
only as indifferent Ceremonies and Circumſtances 
attending upon Religious Service, preſcribed for 
Comelinels and LUinitormity * It our Ceremonies 
were well cleared from thoſe three Accuſations, the 
Tares of Errc::r,, which Factious Spirits have fowen 
in our Church, :1ay be rooted up by the conſtant 
and well-perform 2d Duties of Catechifing. All this, 
and much more 260d might be done to the Church 

In 
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in general, and to the Souls of particular Perſons, by 
informing the Ignorant, confirming the. Wavering, 
and bringing into the way of Truth ſuch as have er- 
red and are deceived. 4 | 


Were the Youth duly Catechiſed, (in which there 
is a Condelſcenſion to the meaneſt Capacities, moſt 
familiarly to treat with them) and imbued with the 
undeniable Groun1s, and elear Knowledge of the Or- 
thodox Religion , they could not ſo eaſily be carried 
down the ſtream 0! Wickedngſs, nor moved aſide by. 
every wind of D0-::ine,” The Jeſuits would not: 
cain ſo many Proſe: tes, nor the SeQtaries ſa many 
Followers, nor the Atheiſts ſuch a number of Pro- 
ficients, who leudly and confidently laugh at GOD 
and Religion. *Tis the want of Good Inſtruction in 
Youth that lays the Foundati@ag>of Atheiſm and De- 
bauchery 1n kiper Years. 

., 

And therefore the Duty of Catechiſing being of 
ſo great Advantage, and the Neglect of it of ſo mi(- 
chievous Conſequence, I am the more earneſt ro 
make the ſtrongeit Impreſſion I can y_ You, (My 
Brethren) for a due and vigorous Proſecution of this 
too-long-neglected Duty, that we may not be tound, 
in ſuch Times as we are now fallen into, to do the 
Work of the LORV negligently. 


GOD Almighty ſo inlighten-your Minds with the 
Knowledge of his Word, and finftifie your Hearts 
with the Power of his Grace, that both by your Teach- 
ing, and Living, yo may advance. the. Spiritual 
Kingdom of CHRIST in your {elves and others, _y 
Q: 
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This 15 the PrayerGh,. 


'fo both You, and they who are committed to your 
Charge, may be advanced to his Eternal Kingdom, 


AﬀeHionate Friend 


» 


aud Brother, 


New York 
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